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OTHER HEALTH IMPAIRMENT

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA  34 CFR 300.7 (c) (9)

Other health impairment means having limited strength, vitality or alertness, including a
heightened alertness to environmental stimuli, that results in limited alertness with respect to
the educational environment, that:

1. Is due to chronic or acute health problems such as asthma, attention deficit
disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, diabetes, epilepsy, a heart
condition, hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, and
sickle cell anemia; and

2. Adversely affects the student's educational performance.

California Administrative Code, Title 5, Section 3030 (f)

A pupil has limited strength, vitality, or alertness, due to chronic or acute health problems,
including but not limited to a heart condition, cancer, leukemia, rheumatic fever, chronic
kidney disease, cystic fibrosis, severe asthma, epilepsy, lead poisoning, diabetes, tuberculosis
and other communicable infectious diseases, and hematological disorders such as sickle cell
anemia and hemophilia, which adversely affects a pupil's educational performance.  Such
physical disabilities shall not be temporary in nature.  In accordance with Section 56026(e) of
the Education Code, such physical disabilities shall not be temporary in nature as defined by
Section 3001((af)).

 California Administrative Code, Title 5, Section 3001 (af)

“Temporary physical disability" means a disability incurred while an individual was in a
regular education class and which at the termination of the temporary physical disability, the
individual can, without special intervention, reasonably be expected to return to his or her
regular education class.

SELPA Guidelines

For educational purposes, a student is considered Other Health Impaired when both of the
following apply:

1. The student has a written diagnosis from a licensed physician or surgeon that he/she has a
medical condition severe enough in nature to result in limited strength, vitality or alertness
due to chronic or acute health problems.  This does not include problems due to an
emotional origin.  In the case of Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder, the diagnosis may also be made by a school psychologist, licensed educational
psychologist or licensed clinical psychologist.

AND
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2. The IEP team determines that such impairment adversely affects the student's educational
performance.

Additional autoimmune disorders that might fall into the OHI category:
 

Ankylosing Spondylitis
Antiphospholipid Syndrome
Autoimmune Addison's Disease
Autoimmune Hemolytic Anemia
Autoimmune Hepatitis
Behcet's Disease
Bullous Pehphigoid
Cardiomyopathy
Celiac Sprue-Dermatitis
Chronic Fatigue Immune Dysfunction Syndrome (CFIDS)
Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy
Churg-Strauss Syndrome
Cicatricial Pemphigoid
CREST Syndrome
Cold Agglutinin Disease
Crohn's Disease
Discoid Lupus
Essential Mixed Cryoglobulinemia
Fibromyalgia - Fibromyositis
Grave's Disease
Gullain-Barre'
Hashimotos Thyroiditis
Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis
Idiopathic Thrombocytopenia Purpura (ITP)
IgA Nephopathy
Insulin Dependent Diabetes
Juvenile Arthritis
Lichen Planus

 Lupus
 Menier's Disease

Mixed Connective Tissue Disease
 Multiple Sclerosis

Myasthenia Gravis
 Pemphigus Vulgaris
 Pernicious Anemia

Polychondritis
 Polyglandular Syndromes
 Polymyalgia Rheumatica

Polymyositis and Dermatomyositis
Primary Agammaglobulinemia
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Primary Biliary Cirrhosis
Psoriasis
Raynaud's Phenomenon
Reiter's Syndrome
Rheumatoid Arthritis
Sarcoidosis
Scleroderma
Sjogren's Syndrome
Stiff-Man Syndrome
Takayasu Arteritis
Temporal Ateritis/Giant Cell Arteritis
Ulcerative Colitis
Uveitis
Vasulitis
Vitiligo
Wegener's Granulomatosis

Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Attention Deficit Disorder or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder is not, in and of itself, a
disability category.  However, the U.S. Office of Education has noted that a student with
ADD/ADHD can qualify for special education if he/she meets the eligibility criteria for one of
the established disability categories, such as Emotional Disturbance, Other Health Impaired,
or Specific Learning Disability.  Guidelines regarding the determination of an “adverse effect
on educational performance” are included on page 2.

California Education Code Section 56339

A pupil whose educational performance is adversely affected by a suspected or diagnosed
attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and demonstrates a need for
special education and related services by meeting eligibility criteria specified in subdivision (f)
or (i) of Section 3030 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations or Section 56337 and
subdivision (j) of Section 3030 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations for the federal
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. Sec 1400 and following) categories of
“other health impairments,” serious emotional disturbance,” or “specific learning disabilities,”
is entitled to special education and related services.

If a pupil with an attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder is not
found to be eligible for special education and related services pursuant to subdivision (a), the
pupil's educational program shall be provided in the regular education program.

It is the intent of the Legislature that local educational agencies promote coordination between
special education and regular education programs to ensure that all pupils, including those
with attention deficit disorders or attention deficit hyperactivity disorders, receive appropriate
instructional interventions.
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It is further the intent of the Legislature that regular education teachers and other personnel be
trained to develop an awareness about attention deficit disorders and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorders and the manifestations of those disorders, and the adaptations that can
be implemented in regular education programs to address the instructional needs of pupils
having these disorders.

SELPA Guidelines

A student with ADD/ADHD may be served with or without a Section 504 plan, in
general education.  The ADD/ADHD must “adversely affect educational performance,”
which means that the disorder must be demonstrated to exist in the school setting,
determined by assessment.  A student may have characteristics of ADD/ADHD and still
not be “disabled” under this section of public law.

In order to qualify for special education, the student must be eligible under one of the
disability categories, most commonly under:

Emotional Disturbance (ED)*

Other Health Impairment (OHI)*

Specific Learning Disability (SLD)*

*See these eligibility criteria listed in alphabetical order in this document.
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SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (10)

The term means a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in
understanding or in using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in an imperfect
ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations, including
conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia
and developmental aphasia.

The term does not include learning problems that are primarily the result of visual, hearing or
motor disabilities, of mental retardation, of emotional disturbance, or of environmental,
cultural or economic disadvantage.

California Administrative Code, Title 5, Section 3030 (j)

A pupil has a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in
understanding or in using language, spoken or written, which may manifest itself in an
impaired ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell or do mathematical calculations, and
has a severe discrepancy between intellectual ability and achievement in one or more of the
academic areas specified in Section 56337(a) of the Education Code.

For the purpose of Section 3030 (j):

1. Basic psychological processes include attention, visual processing, auditory
processing, sensory-motor skills, and cognitive abilities including association,
conceptualization and expression.

2. Intellectual ability includes both acquired learning and learning potential and shall be
determined by a systematic assessment of intellectual functioning.

3 The level of achievement includes the student's level of competence in materials and
subject matter explicitly taught in school and shall be measured by standardized
achievement tests.

4. The decision as to whether or not a severe discrepancy exists shall be made by the
individualized education program team, including assessment personnel in accordance
with Section 56341 (d), which takes into account all relevant material, which is
available on the pupil.  No single score or product of scores, test, or procedure shall be
used as the sole criterion for the decisions of the individualized education program
team as to the pupil's eligibility for special education.

In determining the existence of a severe discrepancy, the individualized education
program team shall use the following procedures:
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A. When standardized tests are considered to be valid for a specific pupil, a
severe discrepancy is demonstrated by: first, converting into common standard
scores, using a mean of 100 and standard deviation of 15, the achievement test
score and the ability test score to be compared; second, computing the
difference between these common standard scores and third, comparing this
computed difference to the standard criterion which is the product of 1.5
multiplied by the standard deviation of the distribution of computed
differences of students taking these achievement and ability tests.  A computed
difference which equals or exceeds this standard criterion, adjusted by one
standard error of measurement, the adjustment not to exceed 4 common
standard score points, indicates a severe discrepancy when such discrepancy is
corroborated by other assessment data which may include other tests, scales,
instruments, observations and work samples, as appropriate.

B. When standardized tests are considered to be invalid for a specific pupil, the
discrepancy shall be measured by alternative means as specified on the
assessment plan.

C. If the standardized tests do not reveal a severe discrepancy as defined in
subparagraphs (A) or (B) above, the individualized education program team
may find that a severe discrepancy does exist, provided that the team
documents in a written report that the severe discrepancy between ability and
achievement exists as a result of a disorder in one or more of the basic
psychological processes.  The report shall include a statement of the area, the
degree, and the basis and method used in determining the discrepancy.  The
report shall contain information considered by the team, which shall include,
but not be limited to:

1.   Data obtained from standardized assessment instruments;

2. Information provided by the parent;

3.    Information provided by the pupil's present teacher;

4. Evidence of the pupil's performance in the regular and/or special
education classroom obtained from observations, work samples, and
group test scores;

5. Consideration of the pupil's age, particularly for young children; and

6. Any additional relevant information.

5. The discrepancy shall not be primarily the result of limited school experience or
poor school attendance.
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Education Code Section 56337

A pupil shall be assessed as having a specific learning disability which makes him or her
eligible for special education and related services when it is determined that all of the
following exist:

a. A severe discrepancy exists between the intellectual ability and achievement in one or
more of the following academic areas:

1. Oral Expression

2. Listening Comprehension

3. Written Expression

4. Basic Reading Skills

5. Reading Comprehension

6. Mathematics Calculation

7. Mathematics Reasoning

b. The discrepancy is due to a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes
and is not the result of environmental, cultural, or economic disadvantages.

c. The discrepancy cannot be corrected through other regular or categorical services offered
within the regular instructional programs.

SELPA Guidelines

Where legal mandates prohibit the use of standardized IQ tests, (i.e., in the assessment of
African-American pupils), districts will, in lieu of IQ tests, use alternative means of
assessment to determine identification and placement.  Such techniques should include, and
should not be limited to, assessment of the student's personal history and development,
adaptive behavior, classroom performance, academic achievement, and evaluative instruments
designed to point out specific information relative to a student's abilities and disabilities in a
specific skill.

Not all students who meet the eligibility criteria for specific learning disabilities as specified in
Education Code Section 56337 and Title 5 Regulations, Section 3030(j) necessarily need
special education and related services.  The determination whether a student requires special
education services must still be made by the IEP team. Special education is defined as
“specially designed instruction…to meet the unique needs of individuals with exceptional
needs, whose educational needs cannot be met with modification of the regular instruction
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program, and related services…that may be needed to assist these individuals to benefit from
specially designed instruction.”

The Sonoma County SELPA has developed guidelines to determine the computation of
learning disability discrepancies that adhere to requirements of California law.  The rationale
report and tables for computing SLD eligibility discrepancies are included in Appendix A.

Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Attention Deficit Disorder or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder is not, in and of itself, a
disability category.  However, the U.S. Office of Education has noted that a student with
ADD/ADHD can qualify for special education if he/she meets the eligibility criteria for one of
the established disability categories, such as Emotional Disturbance, Other Health Impaired,
or Specific Learning Disability.  Guidelines regarding the determination of an “adverse effect
on educational performance” are included on page 2.

California Education Code Section 56339

A pupil whose educational performance is adversely affected by a suspected or diagnosed
attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and demonstrates a need for
special education and related services by meeting eligibility criteria specified in subdivision (f)
or (i) of Section 3030 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations or Section 56337 and
subdivision (j) of Section 3030 of Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations for the federal
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. Sec 1400 and following) categories of
“other health impairments,” serious emotional disturbance,” or “specific learning disabilities,”
is entitled to special education and related services.

If a pupil with an attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder is not
found to be eligible for special education and related services pursuant to subdivision (a), the
pupil's educational program shall be provided in the regular education program.

It is the intent of the Legislature that local educational agencies promote coordination between
special education and regular education programs to ensure that all pupils, including those
with attention deficit disorders or attention deficit hyperactivity disorders, receive appropriate
instructional interventions.

It is further the intent of the Legislature that regular education teachers and other personnel be
trained to develop an awareness about attention deficit disorders and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorders and the manifestations of those disorders, and the adaptations that can
be implemented in regular education programs to address the instructional needs of pupils
having these disorders.

SELPA Guidelines

A student with ADD/ADHD may be served with or without a Section 504 plan, in
general education.  The ADD/ADHD must “adversely affect educational performance,”
which means that the disorder must be demonstrated to exist in the school setting,
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determined by assessment.  A student may have characteristics of ADD/ADHD and still
not be “disabled” under this section of public law.

In order to qualify for special education, the student must be eligible under one of the
disability categories, most commonly under:

Emotional Disturbance (ED)*

Other Health Impairment (OHI)*

Specific Learning Disability (SLD)*

*See these eligibility criteria listed in alphabetical order in this document.
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SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (11)

Speech or language impairment means a communication disorder, such as stuttering,
impaired articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment, that adversely
affects a child’s educational performance.

California Education Code Section 56333

A pupil shall be assessed as having a language or speech disorder which makes him or
her eligible for special education and related services when he or she demonstrates
difficulty understanding or using spoken language to such an extent that it adversely
affects his or her educational performance and cannot be corrected without special
education and related services.  In order to be eligible for special education and related
services, difficulty in understanding or using spoken language shall be assessed by a
language, speech, and hearing specialist who determines that such difficulty results from
any of the following disorders:

(a)  Articulation disorders, such that the pupil’s production of speech significantly
interferes with communication and attracts adverse attention.

(b)  Abnormal voice, characterized by persistent, defective voice quality, pitch, or
loudness.  An appropriate medical examination shall be conducted, where appropriate.

(c)  Fluency difficulties which result in an abnormal flow of verbal expression to such
a degree that these difficulties adversely affect communication between the pupil and
listener.

(d)  Inappropriate or inadequate acquisition, comprehension, or expression of spoken
language such that the pupil’s language performance level is significantly below the
language performance level of his or her peers.

(e)  Hearing loss which results in a language or speech disorder and significantly
affects educational performance.

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3030 (c)

(c) A pupil has a language or speech disorder as defined in Section 5633 of the
Education code, and it is determined that the pupil’s disorder meets one or
more of the following criteria:

(1)  Articulation disorder.



SONOMA COUNTY SELPA PAGE 30 of 64
ELIGIBILITY AND DISMISSAL CRITERIA GUIDELINES
Adopted 3/89
Revised 6/02/03, 11/01/04

(A) The pupil displays reduced intelligibility or an inability to use the
speech mechanism, which significantly interferes with
communication and attracts adverse attention.  Significant
interference occurs when the pupil’s production of multiple speech
sounds on a developmental scale of articulation competency is
below that expected for his or her chronological age or
development level, and which adversely affects educational
performance.

(B) A pupil does not meet the criteria for an articulation disorder if the
sole assessed disability is an abnormal swallowing pattern.

(2) Abnormal Voice.
A pupil has an abnormal voice, which is characterized by persistent
defective voice quality, pitch, or loudness.

(3) Fluency Disorders.
A pupil has a fluency disorder when the flow of verbal expression,
including rate and rhythm, adversely affects communication between the
pupil and listener.

(4) Language Disorder.
A pupil has a language disorder when he or she meets one or more of the
following criteria:

(A) The pupil scores at least 1.5 standard deviations below the mean,
or below the 7th percentile, for his or her chronological age or
developmental level on two or more standardized tests in one or
more of the following areas of language development:
morphology, syntax, semantics, or pragmatics.  When standardized
tests are considered to be invalid for the specific pupil, the
expected language performance level shall be determined by
alternative means as specified on the assessment plan, or

(B) The pupil scores at least 1.5 standard deviations below the mean or
the sore is below the 7th percentile for his or her chronological age
or developmental level on one or more standardized tests in one of
the areas listed in subsection (A) and displays in-appropriate or
inadequate usage of expressive or receptive language sample of a
minimum of fifty utterances.  The language sample must be
recorded or transcribed and analyzed, and the results included in
the assessment report.  If the pupil is unable to produce this
sample, the language, speech, and hearing specialist shall
document why a fifty utterance sample was not obtainable and the
contexts in which attempts were made to elicit the sample.  When
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standardized tests are considered to be invalid for the specific
pupil, the expected language performance level shall be
determined by alternative means as specified in the assessment
plan.
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ARTICULATION DISORDER

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (11)

Speech or language impairment means a communication disorder, such as stuttering,
impaired articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment, that adversely
affects a child’s educational performance.

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3030 (c) (1)

(c) A pupil has a language or speech disorder as defined in Section 5633 of the
Education code, and it is determined that the pupil’s disorder meets one or
more of the following criteria:

(1)  Articulation disorder.
(A) The pupil displays reduced intelligibility or an inability to use the

speech mechanism, which significantly interferes with
communication and attracts adverse attention.  Significant
interference occurs when the pupil’s production of multiple speech
sounds on a developmental scale of articulation competency is
below that expected for his or her chronological age or
development level, and which adversely affects educational
performance.

(B) A pupil does not meet the criteria for an articulation disorder if the
sole assessed disability is an abnormal swallowing pattern.

SELPA Guidelines

A checklist titled Eligibility Checklist /Articulation Disorder is provided in Appendix B to
aid in determining eligibility for each student assessed in addition to providing
documentation of eligibility consideration when included with the student's IEP.

The following are those elements that must be present for the student to meet eligibility
criteria:

1. Student displays reduced intelligibility or an inability to use the speech mechanism
that significantly interferes with communication.

2. On the developmental scale of articulation competency, Speech Sound Development
in Children, page 33, the student's production of single or multiple speech sounds is
below that expected of his/her chronological age or developmental level.
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3. These deficits attract adverse attention to the student.

4. These deficits adversely affect the student's educational performance. Refer to
General SELPA Guidelines, page 2, for a definition of "adverse effect on educational
performance."

5. The student's needs cannot be met solely within the general educational setting, with
or without accommodations or modifications, or through regular categorical services.
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SPEECH SOUND DEVELOPMENT IN CHILDREN

Notes Regarding Eligibility: Birth to 3 Years 4 5 6 7

A student is eligible for speech services in the ---------p---------
area of articulation when he/she demonstrates
one or more of the following criteria: ---------b---------

      *Under 6 years of age: Sound errors ---------m--------
        that are at least 6 months beyond
        the developmental range indicated. --------- n--------

      *Over 6 years of age:  Sound errors --------- h--------
        that are at least 1 year beyond the
        developmental range indicated. --------- w-------

       *All ages:  Sound errors paired with ---------------t---------------
         severely reduced intelligibility and/or
         negative social/academic factors. ---------------d--------------

Common errors may occur in the form of ---------------k--------------
omissions, substitutions, distortions or
phonological processes, as determined ---------------g--------------
by assessment.

---------------y--------------
A student is not eligible for speech services in
The area of articulation is: ---------------f---------------

      *Articulation errors are the direct result of: --------------------------l------------------------
dental malocclusion,
orthodontic appliances, --------------------------v-----------------------
other structural factors such as
missing teeth or developmental --------------------------ing---------------------
tooth loss,
a lack of familiarity with the --------------------------------sh--------------------------
English language or,
Dialectical patterns resulting from --------------------------------zh--------------------------
the use of non-standard English.

--------------------------------ch--------------------------
      *Articulation errors:

are considered to be within the ---------------------------------j---------------------------
developmental range.
Do not significantly reduce -------------------------------- th--------------------------
intelligibility,
do not adversely affect social or ---------------------------------s---------------------------
academic performance.

---------------------------------z--------------------------
      *There is an abnormal swallowing pattern
         in the absence of articulation errors. ---------------------------------r---------------------------
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ABNORMAL VOICE

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (11)

Speech or language impairment means a communication disorder, such as stuttering,
impaired articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment, that adversely
affects a child’s educational performance.

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3030 (c) (2)

(2) A pupil has an abnormal voice that is characterized by persistent, defective voice
quality, pitch or loudness.

SELPA Guidelines

A checklist titled Eligibility Checklist /Abnormal Voice is provided in Appendix B to aid
in determining eligibility for each student assessed in addition to providing
documentation of eligibility consideration when included with the student's IEP.

The following are those elements that must be present for the student to meet eligibility
criteria:

1. The abnormal voice is defective in at least one of the following: resonance, pitch,
intensity, nasality, or range.

2. The abnormal voice is persistent, i.e., noticeable over a period of time.

3. There is a score of 4 or more points on the Voice Severity Rating Scale (see page 35
for Voice Severity Rating Scale).

4. Due to frequent medical pathologies associated with deviant vocal production, vocal
assessments shall, when appropriate, include a medical laryngeal examination with a
statement that vocal therapy is not contra-indicated. Document in the SLS report that
a laryngeal examination has been conducted by a physician and the report has been
received.

5. The abnormal voice adversely affects the student's educational performance.
See General SELPA Guidelines, page 2, for a definition of "adverse effect on
educational performance.”

6. The student's needs cannot be met solely within the general educational setting, with
or without accommodations or modifications, or through regular categorical services.
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Voice Severity Rating Scale

Degree of Severity 0 1 2 Score  0,1, or 2

Perception of Severity Normal-slight variation Clinician perceives deviation Multiple referrals, and/or
not perceived by parents

or teachers
clinician determines voice

interferes with communication

Resonance Normal Assimilation nasality or upper Chronically nasal or denasal
respiratory infection-related

and densality

Pitch Normal Speak above/below optimum
pitch

Speaks noticeably above/below
optimum pitch

Pitch Inflection Normal Little variation from habitual Monotone or disordered
pitch Inflectional patterns

Quality Normal Apparent hoarseness,
harshness or breathiness

Spastic or whispered; chronic
hoarseness and pitch break

Intensity Normal Too loud or too soft Loudness varies unpredictably
and inappropriately

Air supply Appears adequate Observable reverse breathing;
speaking on residual air

Inadequate air supply resulting
from physical disability

Muscle Tension; face, Normal Lax or excessive tension
Neck and shoulders

Body Posture Normal Inappropriate

If the total score is 4 or more, therapy may be indicated

Adapted from the proposed Criteria for Speech, Language, and Hearing Disorders -
Pennsylvania Association of School Supervisors for Speech, Language and Hearing Program, Fall 1983
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FLUENCY DISORDER

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (11)

Speech or language impairment means a communication disorder, such as stuttering,
impaired articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment, that adversely
affects a child’s educational performance.

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3030 (c) (3)

(3) A pupil has a fluency disorder when the flow of verbal expression, including rate
and rhythm, adversely affects communication between the pupil and listener.

SELPA Guidelines

A checklist titled Eligibility Checklist/Fluency Disorder is provided in Appendix B to aid
in determining eligibility for each student assessed in addition to providing
documentation of eligibility consideration when included with the student's IEP.

The following are those elements that must be present for the student to meet eligibility
criteria:

1. Flow of speech, including rate and rhythm, adversely affects communication between
student and listener.

2. There is a rating of mild to profound on the Severity Rating Scale for Fluency (see
page 37 for Severity Rating Scale for Fluency).

3. These deficits adversely affect the student's educational performance. See General
SELPA Guidelines, page 2, for a definition of  "adverse effect on educational
performance."

4. The student's needs cannot be met solely within the general educational setting, with
or without accommodations or modifications, or through regular categorical services.
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Severity of Rating Scale of Fluency

Normal Mild Moderate Severe-Profound

Fluency Fluency predominant Stuttering may be episodic *Stuttering consistent Stuttering consistent

Frequency of
Nonfluencies

9 or less/100 words 3-10/100 words 3-15/100 words 10-20/100 words

Types of Nonfluencies *Whole word, phrase
and

Primarily part word Part word repetitions, pro- Tension in all blocks

some part word repetitions, prolongations longations, postural blocks
Repetitions appearing

Number of Repetitions 1 to 3 1 to 5 1 to 8 1 to 10
per Word

Duration of Nonfluencies 1 second or less Average 1 second Average 2 seconds 1-20 seconds

Phonation *Easy effortless
repetitions

Easy effortless repetitions
and prolongations

*Abrupt initiation of
phonation

Abrupt initiation of
phonation

Substitution Schwa
Vowel

Absent *Observable Present on irregular basis Present in repetitive blocks

Associated Motor
Behaviors

Absent Absent Observable *Consistent with release
device used

Use of Starters and
Postponements Absent Absent Beginning to occur *May be frequently

employed

Word Avoidances
Circumlocutions Absent Absent Beginning to occur Frequently employed

Situational Avoidances Absent Absent Noticeably concerned *Frequent occurrences

Listener Reaction  No concern Aware but unconcerned Concerned *Noticeably uncomfortable

**Rate of Speech No concern No concern Negatively affects Significant impact on
communication communication

*Predominant feature

**Excessive speech rate is primary characteristic of cluttering

(Adapted from Russell Morley, April 1982)
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LANGUAGE DISORDER

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (11)

Speech or language impairment means a communication disorder, such as stuttering,
impaired articulation, a language impairment, or a voice impairment, that adversely
affects a child’s educational performance.

California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 3030 (c) (4)

(4) Language Disorder.
A pupil has a language disorder when he or she meets one or more of the
following criteria:

(A) The pupil scores at least 1.5 standard deviations below the mean, or below
the 7th percentile, for his or her chronological age or developmental level
on two or more standardized tests in one or more of the following areas of
language development: morphology, syntax, semantics, or pragmatics.
When standardized tests are considered to be invalid for the specific pupil,
the expected language performance level shall be determined by
alternative means as specified on the assessment plan, or

(B) The pupil scores at least 1.5 standard deviations below the mean or the
sore is below the 7th percentile for his or her chronological age or
developmental level on one or more standardized tests in one of the areas
listed in subsection (A) and displays in-appropriate or inadequate usage of
expressive or receptive language sample of a minimum of fifty utterances.
The language sample must be recorded or transcribed and analyzed, and
the results included in the assessment report.  If the pupil is unable to
produce this sample, the language, speech, and hearing specialist shall
document why a fifty utterance sample was not obtainable and the
contexts in which attempts were made to elicit the sample.  When
standardized tests are considered to be invalid for the specific pupil, the
expected language performance level shall be determined by alternative
means as specified in the assessment plan.

SELPA Guidelines

When determining eligibility for language services, it is important to have test scores
from the psychologist and academic scores from the RSP/SDC teacher. The student's
verbal, performance and full scale IQ scores can be determined by the psychologist's
testing. These provide the SLS with measures of ability and give indications of non-
verbal abilities. Comparing standard scores in the areas of receptive and expressive
language with the psychologist's scores for verbal and performance IQ scores allows the
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team to view the student's areas of strengths and weaknesses. Information from academic
testing also indicates areas of deficit that the SLS may need to know in order to plan an
effective program of intervention.

A standardized test is defined as a complete standardized test or a subtest of a
standardized test. Caution should be used, however, when using subtests from a
standardized test to meet eligibility criteria. It is crucial that the subtest be comprehensive
in scope and cover an area of language eligibility. For example, if a student has a
significantly low score on two subtests of auditory memory, the student would not meet
language eligibility criteria since auditory memory in and of itself is not an area of
language eligibility.

A checklist titled Eligibility Checklist/ Language Disorder is provided in Appendix B to
aid in determining eligibility for each student assessed in addition to providing
documentation of eligibility consideration when included with the student's IEP.

The following are those elements that must be present for the student to meet eligibility
criteria:

1. The student has a developmental level commensurate with his/her chronological age
and his/her performance on standardized language tests falls at least 1.5 standard
deviations below the mean, or below the 7th percentile, in one or more of the
following areas of language: morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics.

2. The student has a developmental level below his/her chronological age and his/her
performance on standardized language tests in a primary language falls at least 1.5
standard deviations below the mean, or below the 7th percentile, below expectancy
levels relative to his/her documented developmental level of functioning (see
estimation procedure below). Whenever possible, scores used for comparison should
be converted to standardized scores (SS).

SS= MA x 100
        CA

3. The student demonstrates language skills significantly below his/her developmental
level and displays inadequate or inappropriate usage of receptive or expressive
language (form, content or function) as measured by a language sample or informal
assessment. A representative spontaneous or elicited language sample must consist of
a minimum of fifty utterances that have been recorded or transcribed and analyzed in
the assessment report OR there must be documentation in the report why a fifty
utterance sample was not obtainable and the context in which the attempts were made
to elicit the sample. Informal assessment is described in the report. An informal
assessment is defined as using standardized tests in a non-standardized manner,
observational data, classroom work samples, etc.
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4. The student's needs cannot be met solely within the general educational setting, with
or without accommodations or modifications, or through regular categorical services.

5. These deficits adversely affect the student's educational performance. See General
SELPA Guidelines, page 2, for a definition of "adverse effect on educational
performance."
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TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (12)

Traumatic brain injury means an acquired injury to the brain caused by an external physical
force, resulting in total or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment, or both, that
adversely affects the student's educational performance. The term applies to open or closed
head injuries resulting in impairments in one or more areas, such as cognition; language;
memory; attention; reasoning; abstract thinking; judgment; problem solving; sensory,
perceptual, and motor abilities; psychosocial behavior; physical functions; information
processing; and speech.  The term does not apply to brain injuries that are congenital or
degenerative, or to brain injuries induced by birth trauma.

Note:  There is no California statute or regulation that defines traumatic brain injury.

SELPA Guidelines

This category is not included as a disability in California statute or regulations, and is rarely
applied.

For educational purposes, a student is considered to have a Traumatic Brain Injury when both
of the following apply:

1. The student has a written diagnosis from a licensed physician or surgeon that he/she has
an acquired injury to the brain resulting from external physical force that has caused total
or partial functional disability or psychosocial impairment or both.

AND

2.  The IEP team determines that such impairment adversely affects the student's educational
performance.
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VISUAL IMPAIRMENT

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7 (c) (13)

Visual impairment including blindness means an impairment in vision that, even with
correction, adversely affects a child's educational performance. The term includes both partial
sight and blindness.

California Administrative Code, Title 5, Section 3030 (d)

A pupil has a visual impairment, which, even with correction, adversely affects a pupil’s
educational performance.

SELPA Guidelines

A student is visually impaired for educational purposes when a visual impairment, even
with correction, adversely affects the student's educational performance.

Generally, students who are considered partially sighted or legally blind require special
education interventions.

Partially sighted: Visual acuity ranging from 20/70 to 20/200 in the better eye, with
correction.

Legally blind: Central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye after best
correction with conventional spectacle lenses, or visual acuity better than 20/200 if there
is a field defect in which the widest diameter of the visual field is no greater than 20
degrees.

Relevant information to assist in identifying a student's needs include:

1. A written report of an eye examination by a licensed opthalmologist verifies the
visual impairment.

2. An assessment by a credentialed teacher of the visually handicapped determines
that such services are necessary in order for the student to benefit from the
educational program.

AND

3. The provision of service(s) is not within the expertise of the classroom teacher
(regular education, special day class or resource specialist).

4. An individual is ineligible for vision services if the individual demonstrates
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visual perceptual problems which do not relate to physiological or structural
          defects of the visual system.

Vision services may include one or more of the following:

1. Adaptations in curriculum, media and the environment.

2. Instruction in special skills.

3. Consultative services to students, parents, teachers and other school staff.

Orientation and Mobility Services Guidelines

Relevant information to assist in identifying a student's needs include:

1. A written report of an eye examination by a licensed opthalmologist verifies the
visual impairment.

AND

2. An assessment by a credentialed mobility instructor determines that such
instruction is a necessary part of the student's educational program.

AND

3. The provision of service(s) is not within the expertise of the classroom teacher
(regular education, special day class or resource specialist).

4. An individual is ineligible for orientation and mobility services if the individual
demonstrates visual motor problems, which do not relate to physiological or
structural defects of the visual system.

Orientation and mobility services may include one or more of the following:

1. Specialized instruction in orientation and mobility.

2. Consultative services to students, parents, teachers and other school personnel.
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INFANT/TODDLER ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Eligibility Criteria

Public Law 105-17, Part C, 34CFR-Regulations for the Early Intervention Program for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities,
Section 303.16

(a) Infants and toddlers with disabilities means individuals from birth through age two who
need early intervention services because they:

(1) are experiencing developmental delays, as measured by appropriate diagnostic
instruments and procedures in one or more of the following areas:

(i) cognitive development

(ii) physical development, including vision and hearing

(iii) communication development

(iv) social or emotional development

(v) adaptive development; or

(2) have a diagnosed physical or mental condition that has a high probability of
resulting in developmental delay

(b) The term may also include, at a state’s discretion, children from birth through age two
who are at risk of having substantial developmental delays if early intervention services
are not provided.

Note 1:  The phrase “a diagnosed physical or medical condition that has a high probability of
resulting in developmental delay” applies to a condition if it typically results in developmental
delay.  Examples of these conditions include chromosomal abnormalities; genetic or
congenital disorders; severe sensory impairments, including hearing and vision; inborn errors
of metabolism; disorders reflecting disturbance of the development of the nervous system;
congenital infections; disorders secondary to exposure to toxic substances, including fetal
alcohol syndrome; and severe attachment disorders.

Note 2:  With respect to paragraph (b) of this section, children who are at risk may be eligible
under this part if a state elects to extend services to that population, even though they have not
been identified as disabled.  Under this provision, states have the authority to define who
would be “at risk of having substantial developmental delays if early intervention services are
not provided.”  In defining the “at risk” population, states may include well-known biological
and environmental factors that can be identified and that place infants and toddlers “at risk”
for developmental delay.  Commonly cited factors include low birth weight, respiratory
distress as a newborn, lack of oxygen, brain hemorrhage, infection, nutritional deprivation,
and a history of abuse or neglect.  It should be noted that “at risk” factors do not predict the
presence of a barrier to development, but they may indicate children who are at higher risk of
developmental delay than children without these problems.
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Section 303.300

State Eligibility Criteria and Procedures

Each statewide system of early intervention services must include the eligibility criteria and
procedures, consistent with 303.16, that will be used by the state in carrying out programs
under this part.

(a) The state shall define “developmental delay” by

(1) describing for each of the areas listed in 303.16 (a) (1), the procedures, including the
use of informed clinical opinion, that will be used to measure a child’s development,
and

(2) Stating the levels of functioning or other criteria that constitute a developmental delay
in each of those areas.

(b) The state shall describe the criteria and procedures, including the use of informed clinical
opinion, that will be used to determine the existence of a condition that has a high
probability of resulting in developmental delay under 303.16 (a) (2).

(c) If the state elects to include in its system children who are at risk under 303.16 (b), the
state shall describe the criteria and procedures, including the use of informed clinical
opinion, that will be used to identify those children.

Note:  Under this section, states are required to ensure that informed clinical opinion is used in
determining a child’s eligibility under this part.  Informed clinical opinion is especially
important if there are no standardized measures, or if the standardized procedures are not
appropriate for a given age or developmental area.  If a given standardized procedure is
considered to be appropriate, a state’s criteria could include percentiles or percentages of
levels of functioning on standardized measures.

California Early Intervention Services Act: Title 14, section 95014

The term "eligible infant or toddler" means infants and toddlers from birth through two years
of age, for whom a need for early intervention services, as specified in the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. Sec.1471 et seq.) and applicable regulations, is
documented by means of assessment and evaluation as required in Sections 95016 and 95018
and who meet one of the following criteria:

(1) Infants and toddlers with a developmental delay in one or more of the following five
areas: cognitive development; physical and motor development, including vision and
hearing; communication development; social or emotional development; or adaptive
development.  Developmentally delayed infants and toddlers are those who are
determined to have a significant difference between the expected level of development for
their age and their current level of functioning. This determination shall be made by
qualified personnel that are recognized by, or part of, a multidisciplinary team, including
parents.
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(2) Infants and toddlers with established risk conditions, who are infants and toddlers with
conditions of known etiology or conditions with established harmful developmental
consequences. The conditions shall be diagnosed by qualified personnel recognized by, or
part of, a multidisciplinary team, including parents.  The condition shall be certified as
having a high probability of leading to developmental delay if the delay is not evident at
the time of diagnosis.  [See (b) below for definition of “established risk condition.”]

(3) Infants and toddlers who are at high risk of having substantial developmental disability
due to a combination of biomedical risk factors, the presence of which is diagnosed by
qualified clinicians recognized by, or part of, a multidisciplinary team, including the
parents.

California Early Intervention Services Act: Title 17, Sections 52020, 52022.

Eligibility

An infant or toddler shall be eligible for early intervention services if he or she is between
birth up to thirty-six months of age and meets one of the criteria specified in Section 52022 as
determined by means of evaluation (pursuant to Section 52082) and needs early intervention
services.

Definitions of Eligibility Criteria

(a) Developmental delay

A developmental delay exists if there is a significant difference between the infant’s or
toddler’s current level of functioning and the expected level of development for his or her age
in one or more of the following developmental areas:

(1) Cognitive

(2) Physical, including fine and gross motor, vision and hearing

(3) Communication

(4) Social or emotional

(5) Adaptive

(b) Established risk

(1) An established risk condition exists when an infant or toddler has a condition of
known etiology which has a high probability of resulting in developmental delay; or

(2) An established risk condition exists when an infant or toddler has a solely low
incidence disability.
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(c) High risk for developmental disability

(1) High risk for developmental disability exists when a multidisciplinary team
determines that an infant or toddler has a combination of two or more of the
following factors that requires early intervention services based on evaluation and
assessment.

(A) Prematurity of less than 32 weeks gestation and/or low birth weight of less
than 1500 grams.

(B) Assisted ventilation for 48 ours or longer during the first 28 days of life.

(C) Small for gestational age:  below the third percentile on the National Center
for Health Statistics growth charts.

(D) Asphyxia neonatorum association with a five minute Apgar score of 0 to 5.

(E) Severe and persistent metabolic abnormality, including but not limited to
hypoglycemia,acidemia, and hyperbilirubinemia in excess of the usual
exchange transfusion level.

(F) Neonatal seizures or nonfebrile seizures during the first three years of life.

(G) Central nervous system lesion or abnormality.

(H) Central nervous system infection.

(I) Biomedical insult including, but not limited to, injury, accident or illness
which may seriously or permanently affect developmental outcome.

(J) Multiple congenital anomalies or genetic disorders which may affect
developmental outcome.

(K) Prenatal exposure to known teratogens.

(L) Prenatal substance exposure, positive infant neonatal toxicology screen or
symptomatic neonatal toxicity or withdrawal.

(M) Clinically significant failure to thrive, including, but not limited to, weight
persistently below the third percentile for age on standard growth charts or
less than 85% of the ideal weight for age and/or acute weight loss or failure to
gain weight with the loss of two or more major percentiles on the growth
curve.

(N) Persistent hypotonia or hypertonia, beyond that otherwise associated with a
known diagnostic condition.
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(2) High risk for a developmental disability also exists when a multidisciplinary team
determines that the parent of the infant or toddler is a person with a developmental
disability and the infant or toddler requires early intervention services based on
evaluation and assessment.

(d) A developmental delay shall not be determined based on:

(1) Temporary physical disability;

(2) Cultural or economic factors;

(3) The normal process of second language acquisition; or

(4)  Manifestation of dialect and sociolinguistic variance.

SELPA Guidelines

1. In the process of determining eligibility of an infant or toddler, an assessment must include
a family interview, to identify the child's unique strengths and needs and the services
appropriate to meet those needs.  The assessment must also include the identification of
the resources, priorities, and concerns of the family and the supports and services
necessary to enhance the family's capacity to meet the developmental needs of their infant
and toddler, as appropriate.  Family assessments shall be family directed and voluntary on
the part of the family.  Families shall be afforded the opportunity to participate in all
decisions regarding eligibility.

2.  An established risk condition exists when an infant or toddler has a solely low incidence
disability.

3.  A solely low incidence disability means one or a combination of low incidence
disabilities which are vision impairment, severe orthopedic impairment, and hearing
impairment which is the primary disability and has a significant impact on learning and
development of the infant or toddler as determined by the IFSP team of the LEA.  The
infant or toddler who has a solely low incident disability shall not be eligible for services
from a regional center.  The definitions for hearing impairment, vision impairment, and
severe orthopedic impairment follow:

Hearing impairment means a condition, whether permanent or fluctuating, which
impairs the processing of linguistic information through hearing, even with
amplification, and which adversely affects an infant's or toddler's development.
Processing linguistic information includes speech and language reception and speech
and language discrimination.

Vision impairment means a visual condition that, even with correction, adversely
affects the infant's or toddler's development.
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Severe orthopedic impairment means a condition which adversely affects an infant's or
toddler's development.  Such orthopedic impairments include impairments caused by
congenital anomaly, impairments caused by disease and impairments from other
causes which may affect functional movement.

4. If standardized, normed or criterion referenced instruments are used as part of the
evaluation specified in Procedures for Evaluation and Assessment to Determine Eligibility
(Section 52082), a significant difference between an infant’s or toddler’s current level of
functioning and the expected level of development for his or her age shall be established
when an infant’s or toddler’s age equivalent score falls one third below age expectation.

5. According to the Interagency Agreement between Sonoma County SELPA and North Bay
Regional Center (NBRC), NBRC is responsible for the provision of appropriate early
intervention services for all infants eligible under section 95014 [with (a) developmental
delay or (c) high risk for developmental disability], except for infants with solely a visual,
hearing, or severe orthopedic impairment or any combination thereof.  Communication
between the two agencies is strongly encouraged, especially for those students in the
transition period between 2 and 4 years of age.

6. The Sonoma County SELPA administers the provision of early intervention services only
for infants and toddlers with the solely low incidence disabilities of vision impairments
and severe orthopedic impairments.

7. The Santa Rosa City Schools Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program (DHH) provides the
early intervention services for the solely low incidence disability of hearing impairment.

The Santa Rosa City Schools Deaf and Hard of Hearing (DHH) program is also
mandated to serve, up to its funded capacity of 12 students, those students who are
dually eligible for both NBRC services and the low incidence disability of hearing
impairment.  NBRC is responsible for providing and purchasing appropriate early
intervention services that are beyond the mandated responsibilities of the SRCS DHH
program. However, neither agency can determine eligibility for the other agency.
Therefore, for dually eligible students, NBRC and SELPA shall coordinate intake,
evaluation, assessments, and Individual Family Service Plans (IFSP) for infants and
toddlers and their families who are served by both agencies.
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PRE-SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Eligibility Criteria

IDEA 34 CFR 300.7(b)

In 1997, Federal law established a disability category for children aged 3 through 9 (A)
experiencing developmental delays as follows:

The term child with a disability for children aged 3 through 9 may, at the discretion of the
State and LEA and in accordance with 300.313 include a child—

(1) Who is experiencing developmental delays, as defined by the State and as
measured by appropriate diagnostic instruments and procedures in one or
more of the following areas:  physical development, cognitive
development, communication development, social or emotional
development, or adaptive development; and

(2) Who, by reason thereof, needs special education and related services.

(A)California (as a State) did not adopt the “3 through 9 developmental delay” category
established by Federal law.

California Administrative Code,, Title V  Regs, Sections 3030, 3031; California Code of Regulations, Title V,  Section
56441.11

Basis for  Determination as an Individual with Exceptional  Needs

Age three years to five years

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or regulation, the special education
      eligibility criteria in subdivision (b) shall apply to preschool children, between the
      ages of three and five years.

(b) A preschool child, between the ages of three and five years, qualifies as a child who
      needs early childhood special education services if the child meets the following
      criteria:

(1) Is identified as having one of the following disabling conditions, as defined in
Section 300.7 of Title 34 of the Code of Federal Regulations (separately described
in each categorical area in this document), or an established medical disability, as
defined in subdivision (d), following:

A) Autism
B) Deaf-Blindness
C) Deafness
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D) Hearing impairment
E) Mental retardation
F) Multiple disabilities
G) Orthopedic impairment
H) Other health impairment
I) Serious emotional disturbance
J) Specific learning disability
K) Speech or language impairment in one or more of voice, fluency, language, and

articulation
L) Traumatic brain injury (federal only)
M) Visual impairment
N) Established medical disability

 (2)Needs specially designed instruction or services.

 (3)Has needs that cannot be met with modification of a regular environment in the
home or in school, or both, without ongoing monitoring or support as determined
by an individualized education program (IEP) team.

(4) Meets eligibility criteria specified in Section 3030 of Title 5 of the California Code
of Regulations.

(c)A child is not eligible for special education and services if the child does not otherwise
meet the eligibility criteria and his or her educational needs are due primarily to:

(1) Unfamiliarity with the English language
(2) Temporary physical disabilities
(3) Social maladjustment
(4) Environmental, cultural or economic factors

(d)For purposes of this section, “established medical disability” is defined as a disabling
medical condition or congenital syndrome that the individualized education program
team determines has a high predictability of requiring special education and services.

SELPA Guidelines

Preschool eligibility criteria are now identical to eligibility criteria for ages 6 through 21,
with the exception of one new eligibility category, Established Medical Disability, which
was added for preschoolers only.  Age three to five years is legally interpreted as being
through five years, eleven months.

Legislation became effective on January 1, 1995 (AB 3235, California Administrative
Code, Chapter 4.45, Section 56441.11) that replaced previous preschool criteria in
section 3031 (referring to percentage of delay) with the eligibility criteria in Title 5 of the
California Code of Regulations, Section 3030 (a) through (j).
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A preschool aged student shall be identified as an individual with exceptional needs if the
following apply (either 1 or 2, AND 3 AND 4).

1. The assessment information indicates that the child demonstrates an
impairment as described in (A) through (M) of the first page of this section
(and more fully described under each of the individual disability conditions
earlier in the eligibility document).  In all cases there must be a written
diagnosis in a full report from a qualified evaluator.  A label alone does not
meet the requirement.  (For example, neither a statement on a prescription pad
nor a televideo diagnosis would meet the standard.)  The evaluator needs to
describe the disability and the way it impacts the child developmentally in the
report.  Procedures used to obtain the diagnosis should be described.

2. In the case of “established medical disability,” (N on the first page), a student
can be determined to demonstrate such a condition when the student has a
written diagnosis in a full report from a licensed physician or surgeon
describing the disability. In the case of autism, for children ages 2 through
preschool age who do not have a medical diagnosis in a full written report as
defined above, it is highly recommended that the child be evaluated for autism
by the Sonoma County Office of Education (SCOE) and North Bay Regional
Center (NBRC) Collaborative Autism Diagnosis (CAD) clinic to determine
whether or not there is an autism diagnosis.  Referral can be made through
SCOE preschool or through district operated special education preschool
programs.

3. The student requires special education services which cannot be provided with
modification of the regular school program, the home environment, or both,
without ongoing monitoring or support as determined by an individualized
education program team.  The IEP team determines eligibility and need for
special education, including whether an established medical disability has a
high predictability of requiring special education and services.  The IEP team
may recommend the full range of available programs within the SELPA.

4. The IEP team determines that the student’s educational needs are not due
primarily to unfamiliarity with the English language, temporary physical
disabilities, social maladjustment or environmental, cultural or economic
factors.



SONOMA COUNTY SELPA PAGE 54 of 64
ELIGIBILITY AND DISMISSAL CRITERIA GUIDELINES
Adopted 3/89
Revised 6/02/03, 11/01/04

     SONOMA COUNTY SELPA

       GENERAL DISMISSAL CRITERIA

Generally speaking, the IEP team shall determine the dismissal decision for each student
based on the following criterion:

The student shall be ineligible for special education services when the impairment
no longer exists or may still exist but no longer adversely affects the student's
educational performance.

SELPA Guidelines

An IEP team may determine that a student no longer qualifies for placement in special
education when the student can function within the instructional range of the regular
classroom, not necessarily at grade level, without specially designed instruction or
supplementary aids and services.  The student shall be assessed before determining that
he/she is no longer a student with a disability.  In all cases, the team must carefully
review to:

1. Ensure that a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) has been provided, and

2. Determine that one or more of the following conditions exist.

A. The student no longer meets eligibility criteria for special education services as
determined by a re-evaluation, which is documented in writing.

B. The needs which were originally identified when the student was found eligible
have been addressed or remediated to the extent that he/she can adequately
function in the regular school program without special education instruction or
service (and with or without accommodation/modification and remedial
instruction).  Current performance shall be documented by evaluation and
written report(s) which shall be provided to the IEP team considering dismissal
from special education.

C. The parent(s) refuses, in writing, to allow special education services to
continue.  Districts are advised to consult with legal counsel should such
refusal occur.

D. The student requests, in writing, to be removed from the program if he/she is
age 18 or over.

E. The student graduates from high school with a regular high school diploma or
reaches the age of 22 years during the school year.  A “regular high school
diploma” means a diploma conferred upon a student who has completed a
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prescribed course of study and has met the standards of proficiency in basic
skills prescribed by the governing board of the school district.  A student who
reaches 22 years of age during the months of January through June, inclusive,
while participating in a special education program, may continue his/her
participation in the program for the remainder of the current fiscal year,
including an extended school year program.  A student who reaches age 22
during July, August or September of the fiscal year may not begin a new fiscal
year in a special education program (unless the person is in a year-round school
program and is completing his/her individualized program in a term that
extends into the new fiscal year, in which case the person may complete that
term).  A student who reaches 22 years of age during the months of October,
November or December while in a special education program shall be
terminated from the program on December 31 of the current fiscal year, unless
the person would otherwise complete his/her individualized program at the end
of the current fiscal year.  In no event may a student be allowed to attend
school beyond these eligibility dates solely on the basis that the individual has
not met his/her goals or objectives.

F. The student’s needs will be better served by an alternative program and/or
service specified in writing.

G. Special consideration should be given when a student’s absence rate exceeds
30% of the instructional time without documented medical cause and after
extensive efforts to foster improved attendance have failed, thus impeding
implementation of the IEP.  Before pursuing suspension of services, one should
carefully review the files and consult legal counsel for advice before taking any
affirmative steps.

In cases of chronic unexcused absences which continue after documented
normal school site and other procedures to improve attendance have been
unsuccessful, the IEP team shall establish a program to improve the student’s
attendance within a specified time frame.  The SELPA suggests 30 days.  The
IEP team shall hold a review of the case at the end of the specified time.  If
attendance has not met set criteria, the IEP team may elect to recommend
suspension of services from special education.   “Suspension of services” is
distinguished from “dismissal” from special education in that while special
education services are not provided, the student continues to retain eligibility.
A suspension of services IEP must be signed by the parent before services are
discontinued.  A recommendation to suspend services must include the
rationale for discontinuation, plus an alternative placement and a program plan
to assist the receiving regular education teacher.  Services shall be re-
established at the direction of the IEP team following the implementation of a
school attendance contract, again with a specified time frame, signed by the
parent, student and IEP team members.
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Additional dismissal criteria are included specifically for students eligible under
Speech or Language Impairment (see Speech or Language Impairment section).   
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SONOMA COUNTY SELPA
SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT

Dismissal Criteria Checklist For Articulation Disorder

Student ____________________________________ Date___________________

Generally speaking, the IEP team shall determine the dismissal decision for each student
based on the following criterion:

The student shall be ineligible for special education services when the impairment
no longer exists or may still exist but no longer adversely affects the student's
educational performance.

This form may be completed for each student being considered for dismissal from the
Speech/Language program, or it may be used by the specialist as a guide to determine if
dismissal criteria have been met. This is an optional form.

General Considerations
There are several factors for the IEP Team to consider when making decisions regarding
dismissal from articulation therapy: Check those that apply.

 After one year of direct therapy, there is a lack of significant progress in
articulation skills as evidenced by probes, therapy data, and teacher/parent
observation. Specify which interventions were used/modified when student
progress was not adequate to meet his/her long term goals and the results of those
interventions:_______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 The student consistently demonstrates behaviors that are not conducive to therapy
such as a lack of cooperation, motivation, or chronic absenteeism over a period of
one year or more. Specify the negative behaviors, the interventions used to
improve the behaviors, and the results of those interventions: ________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 Other associated and/or disabling conditions prevent the student from benefiting
from further therapy. Examples are dental abnormalities, velopharyngeal
insufficiency, or inadequate physiological support for speech. Associated and/or
disabling condition(s): _______________________________________________
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Articulation Dismissal Criteria
The student may no longer qualify for articulation therapy when the IEP team determines
that any one or more of the following general conditions exist. Check those that apply.
All conditions checked must be considered by the IEP team before determining that the
student should be dismissed from special education or designated instruction services
(DIS).

 The student no longer meets the qualification criteria for a speech and language
disorder under which he/she is receiving articulation therapy as a primary special
education service OR the student no longer requires articulation therapy as a     
related/DIS service in order to benefit from his/her special education program.

 The student's articulation delay/disorder no longer interferes with the student's
educational performance, including social, emotional, academic, and/or
vocational functioning. See General SELPA Guidelines, page 2, for definition of
"adverse effect on educational performance.”

 Given current medical, neurological, physical, cognitive, emotional and/or
developmental factors, the student's speech and language performance is within

    his/her expected language performance range.

 The student has attained long term goals specified on the IEP.

 The student's needs will be better served by an alternative program and/or service
Specify.___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 He/she graduates from high school or reaches the age of 22 years (or the end of
the fiscal year in which he/she turns 22 years of age).

 Parent or the student who is over 18 years of age and is not under a
conservatorship refuses to allow the continuance of special education services.
Dismissal will not result in a lack of providing a free, appropriate public
education (FAPE). The parent/student will notify the SLS at such time as they
choose to have SLS services resumed.

Comments:                                                                                                                              
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SONOMA COUNTY SELPA
SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT

Dismissal Criteria Checklist For Voice Disorder

Student ____________________________________ Date___________________

Generally speaking, the IEP team shall determine the dismissal decision for each student
based on the following criterion:

The student shall be ineligible for special education services when the impairment
no longer exists or may still exist but no longer adversely affects the student's
educational performance.

This form may be completed for each student being considered for dismissal from the
Speech/Language program, or it may be used by the specialist as a guide to determine if
dismissal criteria have been met. This is an optional form.

It is strongly recommended that a follow-up laryngeal exam be performed prior to
dismissal from therapy, as appropriate.

General Considerations
There are several factors for the IEP Team to consider when making decisions regarding
dismissal from voice therapy. Check those that apply.

 The speech and language specialist's professional judgment indicates that the
student's voice is within normal limits as related to age, gender and culture.

 The student consistently demonstrates behaviors that are not conducive to therapy
such as a lack of cooperation, motivation, or chronic absenteeism over a period of
one year or more. Specify the negative behaviors, the interventions used to
improve the behaviors, and the results of those interventions: ________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 Other associated and/or disabling conditions prevent the student from benefiting
from further therapy. Examples are dental abnormalities, velopharyngeal
insufficiency, inadequate physiological support for speech or allergies. Associated
and/or disabling condition(s):_________________________________________

 Persistent inappropriate vocal behaviors prevent the student from benefiting from
therapy. Describe inappropriate behaviors: _______________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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 The presence of a medical condition warrants discontinuation of therapy.
Describe medical condition: __________________________________________

Voice Dismissal Criteria
The student no longer qualifies for voice therapy when the IEP team determines that any
one or more of the following general conditions exist. Check those that apply. All
conditions checked must be considered by the IEP team before determining that the
student should be exited from special education or designated instruction services (DIS).

 The student no longer meets the qualification criteria for a speech and language
disorder under which he/she is receiving voice therapy as a primary special     
education service OR the student no longer requires voice therapy as a     
related/DIS service in order to benefit from his/her special education program.

 The student’s voice disorder no longer interferes with the student's educational
performance, including social, emotional, academic, and/or vocational
functioning.  See General SELPA Guidelines, page 2 for definition of "adverse
effect on educational performance.”

 Given current medical, neurological, physical, cognitive, emotional and/or
developmental factors, the student's speech and language performance is within
his/her expected language performance range.

 The student has attained long term goals specified on the IEP.

 The student's needs will be better served by an alternative program and/or service.
Specify:___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 He/she graduates from high school or reaches the age of 22 years (or the end of
the fiscal year in which he/she turns 22 years of age).

 Parent or the student who is over 18 years of age and is not under a
conservatorship refuses to allow the continuance of special education services.
Dismissal will not result in a lack of providing a free, appropriate public
education (FAPE). The parent/student will notify the SLS at such time as they
choose to have SLS services resumed.

Comments_______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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SONOMA COUNTY SELPA
SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT

Dismissal Criteria Checklist For Fluency Disorder

Student ____________________________________ Date___________________

Generally speaking, the IEP team shall determine the dismissal decision for each student
based on the following criterion:

The student shall be ineligible for special education services when the impairment
no longer exists or may still exist but no longer adversely affects the student's
educational performance.

This form may be completed for each student being considered for dismissal from the
Speech/Language program, or it may be used by the specialist as a guide to determine if
dismissal criteria have been met. This is an optional form.

General Considerations
There are several factors for the IEP team to consider when making decisions regarding
exit from fluency therapy. Check all that apply.

 Student has failed to respond to intensive intervention over one or more years of
remediation, following exposure to a variety of therapeutic techniques. Specify     
techniques used/modified when student progress was not adequate to meet his/her

    long-term goals: ____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 The student consistently demonstrates behaviors that are not conducive to therapy
such as a lack of cooperation, motivation, or chronic absenteeism over a period of
one year or more. Specify the negative behaviors, the interventions used to
improve the behaviors, and the results of those interventions: ________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 Other associated and/or disabling conditions prevent the student from benefiting
from further therapy such as neurological impairments. Specify disabling     
condition(s): _______________________________________________________

Fluency Dismissal Criteria
The student may no longer qualify for fluency therapy when the IEP team determines that
any one or more of the following general conditions exist. Check those that apply. All
conditions checked must be considered by the IEP Team before determining that the
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student should be dismissed from special education or designated instruction services
(DIS).

 The student no longer meets the qualification criteria for a speech and language
disorder under which he/she is receiving fluency therapy as a primary special     
education service OR the student no longer requires fluency therapy as a     
related/DIS service in order to benefit from his/her special education program.

 The student’s fluency disorder no longer interferes with the student's educational
performance, including social, emotional, academic, and/or vocational
functioning.  See General SELPA Guidelines, page 2 for definition of "adverse
effect on educational performance.”

 Given current medical, neurological, physical, cognitive, emotional and/or
developmental factors, the student's speech and language performance is within
his/her expected language performance range.

 The student has attained long term goals specified on the IEP.

 The student's needs will be better served by an alternative program and/or service.
Specify:___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 He/she graduates from high school or reaches the age of 22 years (or the end of
the fiscal year in which he/she turns 22 years of age).

 Parent or the student who is over 18 years of age and is not under a
conservatorship refuses to allow the continuance of special education services.
Dismissal will not result in a lack of providing a free, appropriate public
education (FAPE). The parent/student will notify the SLS at such time as they
choose to have SLS services resumed.

Comments_______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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SONOMA COUNTY SELPA
SPEECH OR LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT

Dismissal Criteria Checklist For Language Disorder

Student ____________________________________ Date___________________

Generally speaking, the IEP team shall determine the dismissal decision for each student
based on the following criterion:

The student shall be ineligible for special education services when the impairment
no longer exists or may still exist but no longer adversely affects the student's
educational performance.

This form may be completed for each student being considered for dismissal from the
Speech/Language program, or it may be used by the specialist as a guide to determine if
dismissal criteria have been met. This is an optional form.

General Considerations
There are several factors for the IEP team to consider when making decisions regarding
dismissal from language therapy. Check all that apply.

 The student demonstrates receptive and expressive language skills within the
range expected for his/her developmental level.

 The student uses augmentative communication aids appropriately, effectively and
independently.

 The student uses compensatory communication skills appropriately, effectively,
and independently.

 The student consistently demonstrates behaviors that are not conducive to therapy
such as a lack of cooperation, motivation, or chronic absenteeism over a period of
one year or more. Specify the negative behaviors, the interventions used to
improve the behaviors, and the results of those interventions: ________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 After at least one year of direct therapy, there is a lack of significant progress in
language skills as evidenced by formal tests, therapy data, observations, teacher
and parent/guardian consultation. Specify which interventions were used/modified
when student progress was not adequate to meet his/her long term goals and the
results of those interventions): _________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________



SONOMA COUNTY SELPA PAGE 64 of 64
ELIGIBILITY AND DISMISSAL CRITERIA GUIDELINES
Adopted 3/89
Revised 6/02/03, 11/01/04

__________________________________________________________________
 The student's communication skills are best reinforced and monitored in a

classroom setting.

Language Dismissal Criteria
The student may no longer qualify for language therapy when the IEP team determines
that any one or more of the following general conditions exist. Check those which apply.
All conditions checked must be considered by the IEP team before determining that the
student should be dismissed from special education or designated instruction services
(DIS).

 The student no longer meets the qualification criteria for a speech and language
disorder under which he/she is receiving language therapy as a primary special     
education service OR the student no longer requires language therapy as a     
related/DIS service in order to benefit from his/her special education program.

 The student’s language disorder no longer interferes with the student's educational
performance, including social, emotional, academic, and/or vocational
functioning.  See General SELPA Guidelines, page 2 for definition of "adverse
effect on educational performance.”

 Given current medical, neurological, physical, cognitive, emotional and/or
developmental factors, the student's speech and language performance is within
his/her expected language performance range.

 The student has attained long term goals specified on the IEP.

 The student's needs will be better served by an alternative program and/or service.
Specify:___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

 He/she graduates from high school or reaches the age of 22 years (or the end of
the fiscal year in which he/she turns 22 years of age).

 Parent or the student who is over 18 years of age and is not under a
conservatorship refuses to allow the continuance of special education services.
Dismissal will not result in a lack of providing a free, appropriate public
education (FAPE). The parent/student will notify the SLS at such time as they
choose to have SLS services resumed.

Comments_______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________


